
WHY CONCRETE BLOCK IS THE IDEAL BUILDING 
MATERIAL FOR NORTHERN ONTARIO

Northern Ontario presents some of the toughest building conditions in Canada. From extreme 
temperature swings and heavy snow loads to rugged terrain and demanding commercial applications, 
building materials must be able to withstand the challenges of the North.

Concrete masonry units (CMUs), commonly known as concrete block, have been a trusted building 
material throughout Northern Ontario for generations because they deliver exceptional durability, 
strength, fire resistance, and long-term value.

Built for Northern Ontario

Handles Extreme Temperature Changes

Northern Ontario regularly experiences temperatures ranging from +30°C in summer to below -30°C in winter.

Concrete block performs exceptionally well under these conditions by:

 • Resisting freeze-thaw cycles 

 • Maintaining structural integrity during temperature fluctuations 

 • Withstanding decades of weather exposure 

Unlike some building materials, concrete masonry does not warp, rot, or become brittle with age.

Designed for Harsh Weather Conditions

Built for Strength. Designed for the North
Manufactured by Brown's Concrete Products

Concrete block structures commonly remain in service for 50, 75, or even 100+ years with 
minimal maintenance.

Concrete masonry resists:

• Rot
• Mold
• Insects
• Moisture damage
• Impact damage
• Corrosion
• UV degradation

This makes it an ideal choice for Northern Ontario's demanding environment.

Superior Durability
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Concrete masonry is non-combustible and does not contribute fuel to a fire.

Benefits include:

 • Enhanced life safety 
 • Reduced fire spread 
 • Protection of valuable assets 
 • Long-term building resilience 
Many concrete block wall assemblies can achieve fire ratings from 1 to 4 hours or more.

Exceptional Fire Resistance

Northern Ontario's economy is built on industries that demand durable construction:

 • Mining 
 • Forestry 
 • Manufacturing 
 • Transportation 
 • Municipal infrastructure 
 • Institutional facilities 
Concrete block provides:

 • High compressive strength 
 • Excellent impact resistance 
 • Long-term structural reliability 
 • Reduced maintenance costs 
This makes it ideal for industrial buildings, maintenance facilities, warehouses, and equipment storage.

Strength for Northern Industrial Applications

Concrete masonry offers significant thermal mass benefits.

Thermal mass helps:

 • Moderate indoor temperature swings 
 • Improve occupant comfort 
 • Reduce heating and cooling demands 
 • Enhance overall building performance 
In Northern Ontario's climate, thermal mass can contribute to more stable and efficient building operation.

Energy Efficiency and Thermal Mass
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Concrete masonry naturally reduces sound transmission because of its density and mass.

This makes it ideal for:

• Apartment buildings 
• Schools 
• Hospitals 
• Hotels 
• Offices 
• Mechanical rooms 

A quieter building creates a more comfortable environment for occupants.

Excellent Sound Control

Concrete block requires very little ongoing maintenance compared to many alternative wall systems.

Benefits include:

• No repainting requirements for exposed masonry
• No rot or insect treatment
• Excellent resistance to wear and abuse
• Long service life
• Reduced repair costs

Over the life of a building, these savings can be substantial.

Low Maintenance Means Lower Lifetime Costs

Choosing locally manufactured concrete block helps support the Northern Ontario economy while 
providing practical project advantages.

Benefits may include:

• Reduced transportation costs 
• Faster delivery times 
• Reliable product availability 
• Local technical support 
• Reduced environmental impact from transportation 

Working with local manufacturers helps ensure projects stay on schedule and within budget.

Locally Manufactured for Northern Ontario
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Concrete masonry contributes to sustainable construction through:

• Long service life 
• Low maintenance requirements 
• Recyclability 
• Durable building envelopes 
• Reduced replacement frequency 

Buildings that last longer require fewer resources over time.

Sustainable and Responsible Construction

Concrete block is commonly used for:
Commercial Buildings
 • Retail buildings 
 • Offices 
 • Shopping centres 
Industrial Facilities
 • Warehouses 
 • Maintenance shops 
 • Manufacturing plants 

Ideal Applications in Northern Ontario

Institutional Buildings
 • Schools 
 • Hospitals 
 • Community centres 
Municipal Infrastructure
 • Public works facilities 
 • Water and wastewater facilities 
 • Fire halls  

Residential Construction
 • Foundations 
 • Multi-unit housing 
 • Garages 
 • Basements

Proven Performance

For generations, concrete masonry has successfully served Northern Ontario communities by delivering:

• Strength
• Durability
• Fire resistance
• Sound control
• Low maintenance
• Long-term value
• Reliable performance in harsh climates

When buildings must withstand the challenges of Northern Ontario, concrete block remains one of the 
most dependable construction materials available.

Why Builders Continue to Choose Concrete Block

Concrete block isn't simply a building material—it's a long-term investment in durability, safety, and performance.

For projects that demand resilience in Northern Ontario's climate, concrete masonry continues to be the trusted 
choice.

The Northern Ontario Advantage
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LEARN MORE
For product information, technical support, and project assistance, contact:

Brown's Concrete Products Ltd.

Proudly serving Northern Ontario since 1907.

www.brownsconcrete.com


